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Access	through	your	institutionVolume	52,	Issue	12,	December	1997,	Pages	912-916	97)80223-1Get	rights	and	contentMcCorkellSJ	et	al.HerbertDA	et	al.MartinEC	et	al.BergerLA	et	al.PereraMR	et	al.MartinEC	et	al.MuellerPR	et	al.van	SonnenbergE	et	al.SheinfeldAM	et	al.KuligowskaE	et	al.WongKP	LambiaseRE	et	al.RobertJH	et	al.AttarB	et	al.In
times	of	modern	surgery,	transplantation	and	percutaneous	techniques,	pyogenic	liver	abscess	(PLA)	has	essentially	become	a	problem	of	biliary	or	iatrogenic	origin.	In	the	current	scenario,	diagnostic	approach,	clinical	behavior	and	therapeutic	outcomes	have	not	been	profoundly	studied.	This	study	analyzes	the	clinical	and	microbiological	features,
diagnostic	methods,	therapeutic	management	and	predictive	factors	for	recurrence	and	mortality	of	first	episodes	of	PLA.A	retrospective	single-center	study	was	conducted	including	142	patients	admitted	to	the	Hospital	Italiano	de	Buenos	Aires,	between	2005	and	2015	with	first	episodes	of	PLA.Prevailing	identifiable	causes	were	biliary	diseases
(47.9%)	followed	by	non-biliary	percutaneous	procedures	(NBIPLA,	15.5%).	Seventeen	patients	(12%)	were	liver	recipients.	Eleven	patients	(7.8%)	died	and	18	patients	(13.7%)	had	recurrence	in	the	first	year	of	follow	up.	The	isolation	of	multiresistant	organisms	(p	=	0.041)	and	a	history	of	cholangitis	(p	5	mg/dL	(p	=	0.022)	and	bilateral	involvement
(p	=	0.014)	in	the	multivariate	analysis.NBPLA	and	PLA	after	transplantation	may	be	increasing	among	the	population	of	PLA	in	referral	centers.	History	of	cholangitis	is	a	strong	predictor	for	recurrence.	Mortality	is	associated	to	hiperbilirrubinemia	and	anatomical	distribution	of	the	lesions.Percutaneous	drainage	of	pyogenic	liver	abscess	has
become	first-line	treatment.	In	the	past	surgical	drainage	was	preferred	in	some	centres.The	aim	of	this	retrospective	study	was	to	assess	the	effectiveness	of	percutaneous	treatments	and	surgical	drainage,	in	terms	of	treatment	success,	hospital	stay	and	costs.Data	of	148	patients	(90	males;	58	females;	mean	age,	61	yrs;	range,	30–86	yrs)	were
retrospectively	analysed.Patients’	outcomes,	including	the	length	of	hospital	stay,	procedure-related	complications,	treatment	failure	and	death,	were	recorded.	Multiple	logistic	regression	model	was	used	for	statistical	analysis.One	hundred	and	four	patients	(83	with	solitary	and	21	with	multiple	abscesses)	were	treated	percutaneously,	either	by
needle	aspiration	(91	patients)	or	catheter	drainage	(13	patients)	depending	on	the	abscess's	size,	and	44	patients	(30	with	solitary	and	14	with	multiple	abscesses)	were	treated	surgically.	There	was	no	statistically	significant	difference	in	patients’	demographics	or	abscess	characteristics	between	groups.	Hospital	stay	was	longer,	and	costs	were
higher	in	patients	treated	surgically	(p	
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